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!he? following interview was translated by Arm The Spirit from 
Radikal #147. 

Interview with an RZ 

L a s t y e a r , o n e R e v o I u t i o n a r y C e 11 ( R Z ) r e 1 e a s e d a d i s c u s s i o n 

Paper ? in wh1ch t hey an nounced an d e x p1 ain ed th e end o f t heir 
p o 1 i t i c s« S i n c e t h e n , the r e h a s b e e n a n a 11 - e n c o m p a s s i n q 
d i sc uss i on o f t he p os i t i on s o f the Revo 1 ut i onar y Ce 1 1 s and t he i r 
ac t ions» one 1 i ke t her e has never been be f or e. We, anot her RZ , 
ori e t h at h as been ac tive ar ound the refugee.camp aig n , wonId 1ik e 
to make known our critiques of this and to put forward our own 
P o i t i ci n s« S o m e c c« m r a d e s f r o m R a d i k a 1 h a v e w r i 11 e n d o w n s o m e 
q u e s t i o n s , w h i c h w e are n o w w r i t i n g p u b 1 i c r e p 1 i e s t o * 0 u r 

inter est is t hat t hese q uestions an d answers be disc ussed 

further, because we feel that a broad discussion of the refugee 

c a m p a i g n a n d o f t h e p o 1 i t i c s o f t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y Cells i s . v e r y 

:i.rnportant r .ight now« We cannot be and do not want to be separated 

tr offi peop 1 e and gr oups who ar e devel op ing rad ical r esistance, and 
w h o h a v e p u t f o r w a r d m i 1 it a n t p o 1 i t i c s li p u n t i 1 t c« d a y» T h :i. s 
d i sc uss i on will have an i mpac t on our f ur t her po 1 i t i c s» We t hi i n k 
that the discussions concerning the paper "Gerd Al bar t us is Dead 11 
ar e i mpor t ant as well, a 11 houg h we do not t o lic h on t hese at t his 

t i m e« 

Read and discuss this text, do not be sparing in your 
critique, and write some!hing about it„ Pass it around, pub1ish 
it in your media. Anyone who would like to discuss the history of 
t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y C ells a n d the R o t e Z o r a u. p u n t i 1 t o day c a n n o w 
get a collection of all the assembled texts in the book "Fruechte 
des Zorns", published by ID—Verlag. 


kad i k a 1 n You a 11 d o not be I ong t o the t r ad i t i on a 1 1 i n e o f t hie 

Revo 1 ut i on ar y L-e 11 s» How d i d you c one t o t h e d ec i s i on t o call 

yourse1ves an RZ? In order to come into a po1itica1 connection 

w i t h t h e r e f li gee c a m p a i g n o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a 1 1 i n e a n d t o m a k e 

s o rn e c o n t i n u i t y f r o m this, y o li c o li 1 d h a v e c h o s e n a d i f f e r e n t 

n a me . T hen yo li c oli 1 d have made i t known t hat you ar e d i f f er ent, 
b u t s t i 11 p a r t o f t h e r e f u g e e c a m p a i g n „ W h y d i d y o u d e c i d e 
dif ferent1y? 

RZu We need to explain something further regarding this. We are a 
9 r 0 P c« f m e n a n d w o men w hi o a r e r a n g e f r o m t h e a li t o n o m i s t t o t h e 
feminist spectrum. Even before we joined the refugee campaign as 
an RZ, we were involved in developing a militant resistance. On a 
bheroat ic level, we had not est ab 1 i shed o li r se 1 ves, b li t we a 1 ways 
sought to renew an internationalist outlook. We saw our actions 
as part of the discussion around militant resistance. Bi.it the 
hoped-for discussions never came about„ 

W e a s k e d o u r s e 1 v e s t h e f o 11 o w i n g q u e s t i o n s s H o w c a n w e h r i n g 
some political continuity to the highs and 1ows associated with 
movement-orientation? How is mi1itant r esist anc & t o be envisioned 
a n d f u r t h e r d v e 1 o p e d a s a p a r t o f t h i s ? T h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y C e 11 s 

wer e and still are one at t empt at b r i n g i !“ig c ont i n li i t y t o t h e 
m ill t ar 1 1 r es i st an c e« Th ey n e ver st a t ed t h at m i 1 i t an t st r li q q 1 e was 


the only main focus. Their declared wish was always to he a part 

o f t h e fri o v e m e n t, t o t a k e p a r t i n i t s p o s i t i o n s a n d d i s c u s s i o n s , 

a ri d t o k n o w i t s s t r e n g t h s a n d w e a k n e s s e s„ T h i s 

self—understanding, we believe, is still relevant today. 

We believe that the concept of n de—individualization” which 
w a s p r o p a g a t e d b v t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y C e 1 1 s - w e c a 11 i t 

"broadening" — name 1 y that as rnanv groups as possib 1 e shiou 1 d 

independently organize themselves as Revolutionary Cel 1s , is 
s till c o r r e c t« E v e r y g r o li p s h o u 1 d d e c i d e o n i t s o w n e x p e c t a t i o n s 
for its own militant struggle and should work on its own content 
in discussions. We support this, even if we have criticisms of 
how t h i s c»::»nc ep t has heen t a k en up anci c h anged ar c*und. 

As 1 at e as t he 9 86 r e fugee campaign , it was not c1 ear 
whet her t he pr i nc i p 1 e o f t he Revol ut i onar y Cel 1 s was still val i cl a 
fhe M de ind i vidua 1 izat ion 11 concep t was no 1 onger pr opagat ed „ For 
the first time, the refugee campaign was made into a major focus, 
without there being any movement within the radical-left behind 
it. This, and the fact that the refugee campaign was being 
c ar r i ed out by a c 1 osed c i r cle o f Revol ut i onar y Cel 1 s , r a i seel t he 
question in our minds of whether it was even possib1e to take 
part in the refugee campaign as an RZ. Based on various 
convictions, we decided that it was. For us as a mixed group, it 
was irnportant that we draw on the history of both mi 1 itant 
groupings, the Revolutionary Cells and the Rote Zora. We realize 
that we cannot avoid the contradiction of opposing patriarcha1 
structures as a mixed group. Only through permanent discussions 
can a basis for cooperation be made in a militant group. That 
doesn't mean that you must get held up on each point. Women 
organize themselves independently of men and mixed groups, partly 
from confrontation and the setting of boundaries. There were 
problems between the men and the women in the Revolutionary 
Cells, and the women drew the necessary consequences from this. 

We are part of this history in the history of revolutionary 
strugg1e in Germany, beeause we sought this not on1y in our 
minds, but also in our hearts. 

We want to orient ourselves along with other militant groups 
an d begin a c omrnon d i sc ussi on » This seemed mor e f eas i b 1 e t o us 
wit hin t h e Revo1ution ar y Cells, bee au se of t heir 1on g hist or y of 
r e s i s t a n c e, t h a n w i t h o t h e r rn i 1 i t a n t g r u p s, w h o s e c o n t i n u i t y w e 
c o u 1 d n o t e s t i m a t e» T h e dec i s i o n t o s t r u g g 1 e a s a R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y 
*- e 11 w ex s, a t t h e s a rn e t i m e, ou t c on t r i b u t i on t o t h e c on t i n u i t y 
and un i ty o f t he f ur ther deve 1 oprnent o f a revo 1 ut ionar y 
v“ es i st anc e. We wan t ed t o presen t our pr oposa 1 s an d quest i on s so 
as to advance the refugee campaign. 

W e hi a d in m i n d o u r c o n v i c t i o n t o m a k e k n o w n t h i s step o f o u r 

pr ac t i c a 1 int er vent i on and t o beg i n a d isc ussion » These a11 empt s, 

for different reasons, we not correct for us, and we see it as a 
mistake that we did not seek this dialogue before our action, 

because our g o a1 was also to dismantle the myth of the 

R ~ v o 1 u t i o n a r y C e 1 Is. B u t o u r a p p r o a c h o n 1 y r e p r o d u c e d t h i s m y t h » 

Radika1s What ties you all to the origina1 coneept of the 

R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y C e 11 s *? D o y o u still f o 11 o w t h e c o n c e p t o f 

”de- i nd i v i dual i z at i on n C “Cr eat e one, t wo, marry wh ich t he 


Revelutionary Cel 1s used to propagate? 

h.Zs We are tied to the original concept of the Revolutionary 
L-e 11 s ? wh i c h i s st i 11 a use f u. 1 c onc ep t f or us f or f u.r t her 
d e v e 1 o p i n g a f o r rn o f r e v o 1 li t i o n a r y p o 1 i t i c s» 

f h e q li a 1 i t y 1 i e s i n a u t o n o m i s t o r g a nizi n g 9 w h i c h t a k e s i n t o 
account unsirnuItaneous po 1 i t ica 1 and str uc t ur a 1 ma11 er s? hut 
s till all o w s f o r t h e p o s s i b i 1 i t y o f c o rn rn o n o r g a n i z i n g s o a s t o 
become a political factor„ Behind this concept is the view that 
r es i st anc e shoul d not be 1 i rn i t ed i n t er ms o f i t s pr ac t i c al ac t i on 
possibi1ities« 

This concept transports the experience that militant 
po 1 i t ics can be deve 1 oped f r orn out of day—to—day 1 i f e and the 
legal assoc i at i on s» We c on t i n ue t o see i n t his c onc ept t h e 
possibi1ity for a broadening of the sioqan ' 1 Create one? two* 
many» „ - „ Bli t no t c onee i ved o f as an ac t i o n*****mode 1 ? whose rne a n s 

a i* e s e p a r a t e d f r o rn t h e p o 1 i t i c a 1 c o nte n t cJ i s c u s s i o n » S o m e t h i n q 
a1 on q t hese 1ines s action? disc ussion? anchorin g? 

d e ***** i n d i v i d li a 1 i z a t i o n« T h is i s t o o linear and s t a t i c « D i s c li s s i o n ? 
anchor i ng ? and f ur t her pol i t i cal clevel opment have t o be imbedded 
in a process of discussion and exchange- And by political 
d i se li ss i on ? we rnean mor e t han .j lis t r e 1 eas i ng c omrnun i q li es» 

R a d i k a 1 s D o y o Li s e e y o u r s e Ives a s a n a v a n t - g a r d e o r a s p a r t o f a 
fuo vement, i n which y o li s i rnp 1 y h a ve a d i f f eren t p r a x i s ? 

h:Z s The answer o f t h i s q li est i on depends on what po 1 i t i c a 1 c on t ex-1 
you use the term ’ 1 avant-garde" in„ 

This term has its understanding in ML-politics. For our 
structures, this term is useless? because we (should) have a 
d i f f er en t po 1 i t i c a 1 Lin d er st an d i ng ? f r om wh i c h ar i ses a d i f f er en t 
f o r rn o f organizing. 

The prob1ems and c ontradictions within our structures cannot 
be understood or solved with this notion- Suit this notion gets 
ut i 1 i zed nonet hel ess ? so as t o make c on f 1 i c ts and cont r ad i c t i ons 
clear (for example? informal hierarchies? male political 
c oni sc i ousri ess ? vag Lien ess ? etc-)- Even t h e c h o ice b et ween " a van t ***** 
garde or part of a movement" does not solve these problems- 

When? for examp1e? a qroup takes an initiative and thereby 
rn a k e s p c» 1 i t i c a 1 p r e t e n s i o n s ? t h e n d .i s c li s s i o n w o r k b e c o m e s 
decisive- If this does not succeed or is neglected? then the 
initiative beeomes iso1 at ed- This dist anc e is t h en o f t en 
exp 1 a i n ed w i t h t he not i on ari avant -gar de„ Fr eqi..ien 11 y ? t he t ensi on 
between militant and non-militant praxis becomes a problem? 
b0cause a hierarchica1 va1uing of methods gets applied- 

Radikal: The traditional 1 ins has? to a certain extent? abandoned 
b r i i s c o ri c e p t t d e? ••••* i n d i v i d li a 1 i z a t i c« n.) ? w i t h o u. t o f f e r i n q m li c h 
c umiiiKi i b a*:n> b u ’why- Hc*w dc* y o u. envisic*n cc»c»per at i ve work between 
i h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y L* e 11 s a n d t h e s o ~** c a 1 led 1 e g a 3. m c.:« v e m e n t ? 

R " Ove'r the 1 as b few years? there has been nc* cooperation with 

the legal movement- We think this is because the process of 
e x ch ang e has h een ahandon ed? or at 1 east not d eve1 op ed- This 




i n a b i 1 i t y y t o b e a 1 w a y s p r e s e n t x n t h e p o 1 i t i c a 1 p r o c 0 s s a s a n 
Rl ? is something we ALL face- The praxis of the Revolutionary 
Le 11s i s on 1 y deemed t o b e mar g i na 1 « an d t h 0 i r c ont r i b Lit i on t o 
r 0 v o 1 u t i o n a r y p o 1 i t i c s s 0 0 m s t o b 0 r 0 1 a t x v e 1 y rn o d 0 s t „ W 0 d o n ? t 
t h i n k t hat wor 1 d h x st or i c a 1 c hang es ar e what have 1 ed t o t he 
w 0 akness of th© Revo 1 ut ionary C 0 1 ls ? but r ather our own neq 1 0 ct , 
m i 0 1 a k 0 s y and li n c 1 a r x t x 0 s ? b u. t a 1 s o t h 0 1 a c k o f r 0 f e r 0 n c 0 w i t h i n 
t t~ie Hiov 0 m 0 n t» W 0 0 n v i s i on c ooper at i on ? b li t wh at pr ob 1 0 rns a.nd 
c o r 1 1 r a d i c t i o n s d o 0 s t h i s i n v o 1 v 0 ? 

On© prob1©m is anchoring the politics of the Revolutionary 
bells in the Linsimultaneous nature of left-wing struggles, both 
in ter ms of coritent and methods» Fr om t h x s come the pr ob 1 0 rns o f 
discussion and exchange. This isn't simply about the fact that a 
p o 1 i t i c a 1 o r lent a t i 0 n is n o t t a k © n li p ? f o r 0 x a m pi© t h 0 o n 0 
spel 1 ed out in the Muenster /Duessel dor f cornmun ique in ' 89„ At 
that time, it was increasingly clear that the left had taken up 
the regroupment demand of the political prisoners as its focus, 
and along with this was the solidarity movement for Ingrid 
St r ob 1 ? s t r i a 1 « Thtis ? t o s i mp 1 y c ar r y on w i t h t h 0 r 0 f li gee 
c a rn p a i g n a n d t o s i m ply s i d e—s w i p 0 t h © li n s i m u 11 a n e o li s n e s s 
•• M r 0 pr 0 ssi or 1 won 9 1 be br ok 0 n by sirnp 1 y pr o1 0 sting aga i nst 

r epr ess i on i t sel f , hut r at her by anc hor i ng soc i al *~r evol ut i onar y 

pol i tics" ) was wr ong and brought no results- Th 0 r e 1 at i onsh i p o f 
0 x c h a n g e h © t wee n m i 1 i t a n t g r o u p s a n d t h © m o v © m e n t w o n 7 1 c o rn © 
about automatically and is not established by simply releasing 
action communiques- Militant actions can't be monolithic features 
on the political landscape, and their results can't simply be 
1 f t up t o p o 1 i t i c a I d y n am i c 5 « 

T o f li r t h er d 0 v e 1 o p a p r o cess of e x c h a n qe, a n d t o b r o a den i t ? 

we see the fo11owing things as being nec essar y s 

- The movement must actively involve itself in the open 
d i sc liss i on wh i c h has been st ar t ©d c onc er n i nq t h© se 1 f —c r i t i c i srn 
of the Revolutionary Cells- 

T h e militant g r ou p s rn li s t m a k e t h 0 p u b 1 i c d i s c u s s i on o f t h e i r 
r 0 1 a t i on sh i p t o t h 0 rno vemen t an op en on 0 „ 

F o r t h i s y w © n e © d a c 0 m rn o n disc u s s i o n f o r u m, a n d R a d i k a 1 ? f o r 
0 xampie, h as b 00 n v 0 ry he1p fu1 in this. 

I n gene r a 1 , t h e R e v o I li t i o n a r y C el Is n 0 e d m o r e o f a p r © s e n c 0 ? 
and they need to take part in actual debates and events and to 
.j o in i n t he d i sc liss i c«n „ The Revo 1 Lit i onar y Cells ne 0 d t o t h i n k 
about re-activating their own communications medium 
("Revolutionaerer Zorn”)« 

Th 0 e x change sh ou 1 d a Iso i n vo 1 v 0 r 0 f Ligee a n d i mrn i g r an t women 
and men, s o that the disc liss ion can also h© carried out in those 
areas. 

R a d i k a I W i t h i n t h 0 t r a d i t i o n a 1 1 i n 0 ? t h 0 r 0 w 0 r 0 n 0 v 0 r v e r y m a n y 

concrete proposals of how to tie their own structures into larger 
spaces- The authors of "The End of Our Politics" wrote 2 "In the 
fixation on our methods of struggle, we failed to develop a 
p o 1 i t i c a 1 or ien tat i on which c on t a i n ©d mor 0 t h an b ac k q r»:jun d p i eces 


on c er v a i i j c on f 1 ic t s. Our soc i a 1 ~r evo 1 ut i onar y t heor et i c a 1 
undterrsi/d nding was 1 it tie hi or e than a mosaic of the sum total of 
commentaries and analyses of various fields of resistance, thus a 
solid connection was not possib1e i n this manner.” They stated 
t hi a t t h e m e t h o d o f s t r u g g 1 e w h i c h t h e y t h e m s e 1 v e 5 p r o p a g a t e d a s a 
rnethod f or ever yone 11 was, in f ac t , mor e of an act ion—rnethod thatn 
a political theory. There were times when it was massively taken 
up } - tor example, dur ing the ant i—Startbahn and ant i--nuclear 
movemen t s ) « But la pon r e f 1 ec t i on , t hese r ea 11 y j ust seemed 1 i ke 
sma11 tas t es of r ebe111on, whic h did not deve1 op 1 onq-term 
organizing. What significance does this method have for you? Do 
you have an ideas of h 1 ow to 1ink your praxis to the orqanization 
debate? 


RZs It is, of cour 1 


trLe that the coneept of the Revo1utionary 


L-el 1 s has not yet ben able to further develop itsel f in terms of 
r 9 — u i z i n g c o n t e n t. B u t a c o r 1 v i n c i n g c o n c e p t o f c o n t e n t o n i t s 

o wn w i 11 c © r tain1y not g ua r an tee t h i s f ur t her deve1op men t, t h us 

t h i s c a. n b e a b a n d o n e d a s well. 

i h e same i s t r ue f or p r ac t i c a 1 mat t er s „ No d eve 1 op men t s e an 

come from praxis alone. It ? s up to the process within the 

movement itse 1 f t o make it possib 1 e for a concept to be further 

lj e ve 1 up 0 d, because th i s can ? t be t hought of or adapted i n a 

h mil itant group, just 1 ike any other group, must 


>t at ic manner 


:* e f 1 ex i b 1 e, so t h at i t 


changes 
fur t her 
on one 
nothinq 


ip , mus 
or t«: 
action, 


form of 
is made 


can r eact to socia1 
deve1 opments within the left and be present for 
That means that it is wrong to become fixated 
struggle or to have it become ritualized, because 
dynamic or further developed from this. 

No g r oup or association can avoid this pr ocess„ Th e 
mo vernent ? s or g an i z a t i on a 1 st r uc t ur e c 1 ear 1 y sh ows i t s mess „ No 
9 ^ P ! 9 ~ & n s u m e t h a t a n o t h e r g r c* u p will t a k e u p c o n t e n t o r 
practical proposals, join in the discussion, or beeome a part of 
t he wor k . Th i s cond i t i on has t o be kept i n m i nd when doi ng 
ac tions, b ec ause a division of 1abor is a t wo—way r esponsibi1it y, 
and not a discussed consequence of the movement. Every group also 
fawet> the 11 e«...e 1 1,y of taking all the work upon itself, which 
implies very high demands and which can quickly lead to too much 
! j r t-.i s li r \ b* . T h a t a 1 s o rn e a n s t h a t c a rri p a i g n s w h i c h a r e :i. n i t i a t e d n e e d 


t o b e r e f 1 e c t e d u p o n a n d d i s c u s s e d < 
t h a t n o t h i r 1 g w ill d e v e 1 o p f r o m t h e m« 


if the 


5s i b i 1 i t y ex i st •: 


The Ik e v 1 u fc i «.j n a r y L- ells a 1 s o a 11 e m p t e d t o s t a r t d i s c u s s i o n s 
w 1 1 i i ~.! 1 w e r 0 i \ u t s- u f I i c i e n 11 y t a k e ri u p a n d d i s c u s s e d (c o n c e r n i n q 
- 1 1 e mur dsr »„» f ka'r r y , k.i iSB ca pp* i rfg s/ K c« r bm ache r , Love Sonq) » As for 
the refugee campaign, the discussions should have started much 
earlier. An organizational debate is also necessary and must 
concern content, and not primarily methods, if a. broad base is to 
be sought. 

There were phases when militant methods were taken up on a 
massive scale, and we think this is because, from the status of 


the p u 1 i t i c a 1 c o n f r o n t a t i o n , m o re p o 1 i t i c a 1 s e n s e was d e r :L v e d 
from the concrete experiences which pointed to such methods. The 


fact that no long-term organizing came out of this is, we think, 
cue to the 1 act that the political movement at that time fai1ed, 


in that it was not able to develop any communication of a 
political content or perspective. Continuing to carry out 
miiitant actionis wi11 not rescue a fai1ed politica1 situation„ 


r'. a d i k a 1 s I n t h © o p e n d i s c u s s i o n s w h i c h h a v © b © © n c a r r i © d o u t 
b © t w © © n d i f fere n t R © v o 1 u t i o n a r y C ells o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r v i t h a s 
b t=* o nr? © c 1 © a r t h a t t h © i r o r g a n i z i n g w a s o r i © n t © t j t o w a r d s p r a x i s« 
Withoutadoub t, it is n©c©ssary to 1ink practica1 concerns ? but 
lhis?r ©• s st i 11 th© danger that things will fa 11 apart i f ther© is 
n o c o rnm on 1 y~d i sc ussed c on t en t or i © n t at i on b eh i n d t h i s st r uc t ur © „ 
H o w d o y o u all © v a 1 uat© t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n fa e t w © © n p r a c t i c a 1 
o r g a n i z i n g a n d c o n t e n t a g r e © m © n t ? 

RZs We don't see things exactly as you do. At least as far as the 
r e f u gee c a m p a i g n i s c o n c © r n © cl ? t h ©re h a cl t o h a v e beer? n a c o n t e n t 
a q r © © m © n t bet wee n t h © v a r i o u s g r o u p s i n v o 1 v e d » 

11 ? s ver y d i f f i c u. It f or us t o c orn© up w i t h a sat i s f y i n q 
a n s w © r t o t h i s q u © s t i o n . W e h a v © n o t t -a k © n p a r t i n t h © s © i n t © r n a 1 
d i sc uss i ons. 

.8 u t ? w © c a n c o m e u p w i t h s o m © g e n © r a 1 c r i t i c i s m s 9 a b o u t t h e 
"action-model", for example. But the open discussions up until 
t h i s p o i n t d o n ? t o f f © r m u c h o f a b a sis f o r c o m i n g u p w i t h a 
d©finitiv© judgemerit. The c1arity which is needed for this is up 
t o t h © g r ou p s i r? v o 1 v e d t o a c hi i e v © . Va r i ou s ©s t i m a t i on s r e q a r d i n g 
t h i s ? w h a t h a p p e n e d a n d h o w ? h a v © b © © n rn a d © p a r t i a 11 y c 1 © a r i n 
previously published papers C"The End of Our Politics", "When the 
Night is Deepest...the Day is Nearest", "We Have to be as Radical 
as the Reality"). 

For us ? i t ? s st i 11 Line 1 ear whet her t hes© deal w i t h 
f Ll n d & & n t a 1 differen c e s o r b © 1 a t e d r e a s s © s s m e n t s o f p o s i t i o n s» I n 
the mid~80s, very fundamental discussione wer© carri©d out. The 
differences in content led to consequences (the departure of the 
Rl. that wrote the paper "When the Night is Deepest. . „ ")„ This 
p r o c e s s w a s m a d © k n o w n * i n a f r a g m e n t a r y m a n n e r , a f t © r w a r d s« T h a t 
makes t h © d i s c li s s i o n d i f f i c li 11. B y g o i n q i t a 1 o n ©«, t h © R Z that 
wrote n The End of 0ur Po 1 i t ics 11 pr obab 1 y gi ves a qood 
ill li st r at i ori o f t h © ac t ua 1 sit uat i or? regar d i n g t h e i n t er n a 1 
d i sc li ss i on s. 11 ? s a 1 so d i f f i c u. 11 t o assess t h© Rot © Z or a an d 

t he i r r © 1 at i onsh i p t o men and t o rn i x©d qr oups. We t h i n k i t ? s 
i rn p o r t a n t t h a t t h © R *::* t © L o r a rn a k © k n w n t h © i r o p i n i o n s o n t h i s« 

Whi en 1oo k ©d at f r o rn the out si d e, th © c on t r adiction in t h © 
j j a p © y T1 1 End o f 0 li r P o 1 i t i c s " ? f o r © x a m p 1 e ? b © t w e e n h a v i n q a n 
ar, t i r at ist or aii ant i patr iarrchal focus* does not seem 
irresolvable to us. Of course there's always the presupposition 
that we can never get around looking for political paths where 
fa°th comi rnon an d sp1it tac t o r s c an b © © xpress©d in pr axis. 

But without considering the real conflicts which took place 
in th e cont en t discussion s h etween th e gr oups y then sue h 
s t a t © m © n t s w o n ? t a n? o u n t t o m li c h » 


R a d i d 1 s V o u a 11 h a v © t a k e n u p t h © r © f li q e © c a rn p a i q n o f t h © 
traditional line. To what degree did you all link yourselves to 
t li © ”© x .i s t .i n g * * c o m m o n g r o li n d , w h © r © d o y o u. a 1 1 s © © t h © 

c o r n © r s t o n ©s ? a n d w hi e r e a r © y o li r d i f f © r © n c © s'? 



R “ lj Lt r p»_»s i b i o n s h a v e o e v e I o p d f u r t h 0 r s i n c e t h 0 t i m 0 w h 0 n w 0 

cl 0 c 1 d e d t o 1 i n k u p w i t h t h e r 0 f u g 0 e c a m p a i g n . W h a t w e a r e s a y i n g 

h e r 0 i s a n 0 x p r e s s i o n o f o u. r o w n p r 0 s 0 n t d i s c u s s i«:n s „ 

T hi e r 0 f u g 0 0 c a rn p a i g n rn a d 0 i t c I 0 a r t o u s 

1 1 i — imper :Lallst po 1 it ics and so 1 idar ity can and rnu.st a 1 sc 
1 { .j r© rug00 women and men here. We share the opinion of 
l r i ~‘rn ■ 8 « 11 What is happening at the moment is a 


that 
r el at 0 
the RZ 


gigantic 

r Jr-**-, fc r ul t Ur i ng of t he wor 1 d ? s popul at i on , whose s i ze qr eat 1 y 
overshadows the migration movement of the 19th century, and whose 
f orrn in t he metr opo1es up unti1 t hi 5 time is . on1y t h e tip of t he 
iceherg » 1h 1 s puts the 1e f t in a bad 1ight, since t here has been 
so 1it11e corisciousness of how refugee and migrabion movements 
are the result of imperialist exploitation and destruction 
po1itics, and since there has been so little discussion of the 
situation an d 1iving conditions f or r ef ugee and immig r an t women 
a n d m e n h e r e „ 


We see a good possibility in the refugee campaign for 
the rn a t i z i n g o r 1 v a r i o us 1 i n e s o f s o c i a 1 c o n t r a d i c t i o n , f o r 
example, to make clear patriarchal, racist, and 
capitalist-imperialist exploitation- and oppression-rel at ions. 
There's -also the potential that the refugee campaign can revive 
o b her thematic lines and struggles, for example, against 
population pelitics and sex-tourism, 1abor and housing strugg 1es 
and neighbor hood wor k ? anti-fascism , and opposing European unit y„ 
A1 y eauy at the time when we made our dec ision, the 
soc ial ~revol ut ionary content of the Revol Lit ionary Cel 1 s ? refugee 
mp a i g n wa s un c 1 ear a n d n o t p r esen t en ouq h « The an a 1 y s i s an d 
definition of the revolutionary subject, to which "disqualified 
proles, unemployed youths, and marginalized people" belonged, is 
gender-neutral, and yet decided upon by men. Women, if they are 
present at ©ill, aire left on the fringes. 

Behind this hides the hope that a certain segment of the 
P , J P Ll ^ ^ i on c an he des i gnat ed as the r evo 1 Lit i on air y s-Lib j ec t based 

upon social and economic criteria. We think this is wronq, 
because the riots and revolts of this so-called underclass then 
9 © t a n a 1 y z e d a n d o v e r - v a 1 li e d. W e h a v e g i v e n u p 1 o o k i n g f o r T H E 
r e v u 1 li b i cinar y s li h j ec t , Bn d we do not see i t i n r e f li qee women and 
men« 


Opting for the refugee campaign was, for us, an attempt to 
seek some common ground with open groups already working in this 
area. We think it's important that political work is done on all 
levels to resist imperialist refugee policies, and that 
cooperative work is developed along side the refugee and 
immigrant women and men themselves. 


A further difference lies in our experiences in solidarity 
work and anti—racist work. These things clearly influenced our 
discussions and proposals. Working together with refugee and 


1 m m 1 g r b n c w o m t=r r1 a n d m e n , <h. n d 0 x p e r" i e n c e s w i t h t h e i r o w n 
et r ugg 1 es, these things forced the left Cwhich was and is active 
In this area.) to discuss its own racist structures and to test 
0 u k s n 0 i 0 n s o f a n t i - r a cist w o r k „ A 1 o n g wit h t h is, w e a 1 s o h a d 

bo discuss, for the first time, the notion of racism as a 
t li n d a rn e n t a 1 p 1 11 a r i n t h e p li s h i n g t h r o u g h o f e x p 1 o i t a t .i v e 



r e 1 a t i c* n s a n d t h e i r p r e s e n t — d a y f o r m» Y o u c a n ? i .j u s t w i s h y o u. r 

o w n r a c i s t s t r u c t u r e s a w a y , r a t h e r t h i s i s m u c h m o r e s t r a i n i n g 

a n c! d i f f i c u 11 t h a t w a s o r i g i n a 11 y t h o u g h t« 

Radikais How do y ou en vision a broadenin g of th e socia1 base 

through an engagement in the refugee campaign? The discussion of 
t h i s t h e m e r e q u i r e s a h i g h I e v e 1 o f c o n s c i o u. s n e s s , a n d t h u s s e e m s 
to get st uck in 1imit ed circies and int erests» Per haps a social- 
r evo I u t i onar y appr oac h c ou 1 d be1t er be f o 11 owed i n ne i ghbor hood , 
s q li a 11 i n g, o r 1 a b o r s t r u g g 1 e s ? 

R In Of c o u r s e w e h o p e t o f i n d a s o c i a 1 b a s e f o r o li r p o 1 i t i c s , o n e 
that can possibly broaden. But for us, the question remains: What 
cont ent do pr esent -day str li gg 1 es cont ain? Men 1 ac k sel f-cr i t ic i sm 
of pat r i ar e ha 1 c ont ent, and t hey r epr oduc e t hese i n t he i r 
r e 1 a t i o n s, . j li s t a s w h i t e s g e n e r a 11 y a r e n o t w i 11 i n g t o t a k e o n 
the consequences of racist oppression, which is something we also 
p r o f i t f r o rn . T h i s a p p r o a c h r e q u i r e s a c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d a 
willingness t o discuss your own ties t o t he syst em« But sad1y , 
this is not the rule. But that's why an attempt at thematizing on 
forms of oppression is so necessary. 

Under certain circumstances, there is a bigger chance that 
struggles will develop and broaden from neighborhood, squatting, 
and workers 5 * struggles, because their perspective implies a 
bettering of their own conditions. But SLich struggles are not by- 
definition emancipatory. For example, the struggle to keep your 
job can be tied to racist re1 ations and racist exc1 usionism» The 
r acist c on sensus in t he society ma k es it clear that we n eed 
anti—racist work to be carried out in all reaches of society. 

Eadikals Except for a few analytical notions in some communiques 
(Lufthansa Cologne 10/86, Muenster and Duesseldor f 5/89, 
adffi i n i st rati ve o f f i c e i n Boeb 1 i n gen 8/91) , t h e r e f ugee c amp a i g n 
has not had a real anti—patriarchal outlook and thus has not 
developed any forms of practical change. And the one paper on 
this theme, "What is Patriarchy?", came out of nowhere and did 
not ment ion the r ef ugee campaign , and it did not r es li 11 in any 
c o n c 1 u s i o n s, re a c t i o n s, o r d i s c u s s i o n s a m o n g t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y 
C e 11 s. W i t h i n t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y Cells, n e i t h e r a t h e o r e t i c a 1 n o r 
a pr ac 'fc i c a 1 ou11 ook was deve 1 oped , and no a11 empt s wer e made t o 
take up this theme. The authors of the paper "The End of Our 
Pol .i t i c s" c har ac t er i z e t heir 1 evel of devel opment on this t heme 
as n ot po1itic a11y viab1e. How do you all see this? Do you all 
discuss the possibilities for how men or mixed groups can make 
practical attempts and actions against patriarchal and sexist 
s t r li c t li r e s ? A n d i f n o t, w h y ? 

RZs In the three communiques you mentioned, the references made 
■fc o p at r i ar c hy wer e n o*fc ver y c omp r eh en s i ve. We t h i n }•••: fc h ey ar e 
i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e I e v e 1 o f devel c« p m e n t o f t h e p r ese n t — d a y s g r o li p s 
w i t h r eg ar d t o t h e an t i —p at r iar c h y d i sc uss i on « As f ar as women 
a r e c o n c e r n e d, *fc h e y c e r t a i n 1 y a r e n c« t i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e 1 e v e 1 o f 
their discussions, bLit rather more of that of the men in the 
groups. 


In our group y the women do not advance positions that the 
ivifef r i t h e m s e 1 v e s h a v e n o t w o r k e d o n- T h a t m e a n s a p e r m a n e n t 
p o 1 i t i c a 1 c o n t r a d i c t i o ri f o r t h e w o m e n i n t h e g r o u p . F o r t hi e m e n , 
it means further advancing their own discussion of patriarchy, to 
give t he group a be11er basis f or f ur t her pr axis- The women don ? t 
f e te.* 1 v h a t a b e 11 © r b a s i s i s . j u s t d i s c li s s i o ri s c> f f e m i n i s t t h e o r i e s 
a n d w u r k i n g w i t h a n t :i. — p a t r i a r c h a 1 t h e m e s , b u t a 1 s o d e s t r o y i. n c{ 
sueh rel ations in our selves and in t he group- 

T h e r e a 1 i t y f o r t h e m e n i s t h a t t h i s a d v a n c e h a s n o t r e a 11 y 
c ome about, but r at her has hit upon con flicts and conf r ontations» 
T! ius ? t hey 1 i mi t t he possib i 1 i t i es f or ac t ion and expr ess i on by 
t hi e w o m e n i n t h e g r o u p - I f t h e w o m en re f 1 e c t u p o n a 1 1 t h e 
c ontr adictions and vari olis dif fer ences in st arting-point s bet ween 
the women and men, then there seems to be little basis to justify 
a mixed group. The fact that the group does exist is due to our 

h i s t o r y and the c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h h a v e a r i s e n f r o m t h i s» T hi e 

contradictions and fragility behind this decision means that our 
associationi is a1 ways in question or in crisis- 

This has been the case up until today in the patriarchy 

discussion between men and women in the left-radical movement 
11 a t i u n — w i de y an d i t has set- t he c ond i t i o ni s f or m i xed—qr oup 
po 1 i t i c s- As f or t h e men, t he d i sc uss i on paper 11 What i s 
Fdtr iarchy is an example of this- This paper did not advance 
the discussion among men very much, because typically the male 
r oles wer e left out - This dist ance was c1 ear t o us in t he 
language, among o t her things. It did not seem 1 i ke a qroup 
disc ussion» 

A discussion of these problems has put us in a situation of 
contradict ion and conflict more than once- Not only the 
theoretical unclarities, but especially the relations of men and 
women amongst themselves often revealed the gaps between an 
attempt and a lack of change- We need to take the necessary 
amount of time for this discussion- But still, this independent 
discussion among men needs to be visible to the women, so that 
t he f oundat i ons f or m i xed —gr oup po 1 i t i c s c an c ont i nue t o ex i st - 

To summarize everything once agains As for the possibilities 
f o r p r a c t i c a 1 i n i t i a t i v e s a n d a c t i o n s a g a i n s t s e x i s t s t r u c t u r e s » 
we are weighed down by all the uncertainties and reservations- On 
a theoretical level, we have arrived at a consensus, which was 
i ionet I~iel ess poss i b 1 e desp i t e t hie c on f 1 i c t s y but- t hat doesn ? t rnean 
that it has always been a liberating experience for the women- 

The ob j ec t s, st r uc t ur es,. and peop 1 e t hat c an be at t ac ked 
fr ofn out of ferniilist assoc iat ions cannot be proposed as targets 
for attack by us, a mixed group, given our present condition- As 
a mixed group, we think it ? s right to point out the sexist 
str uctures in a11 a11ack t ar gets, and ther e ? s much to be done as 
far as this is concerned, and this could give a basis which 
a 11 o w s t ci r nri o r e p o s s i h i 1 i t i e s o n t h e p e r s p e c t i v e 1 e v e 1 „ 

These conflicts, which also break out between men and women 
i n m i x e d left— r a d i c a I g r c* u p s ? need t o b e o p e n 1 y d i s c u s s e d, i n 
order to make possible a further development of content and 
praxis. 

R a dika1u The kevo1utionar y Cells ? practic a1 t ar g et s f or a11 ack s 


cl la r :L n g t h e r e f u g e e c a rn p a i q n w e r e q e n e r a 11 y t h e i n s t i t u t :L o n s a n d 
organs responsible for state racism against refugee and immigrant 
w o m e n a n d m e n „ T h e t h e o r e t i cal b a s i s o f t h e r e f u g e e c a m p a i g n i s 
mor e b r oad 1 y en v i s i on e d» TIn ere ? 1 i n k s a r e mad e b et ween 
iiiiper iai ist exp 1 oitat ion , the pi under inq of ent ir e cont inerrts, 
t h e c o 11 a p s e o f s u fa s i s t e n c e e c o n o m i e s, a n d t h e r e b y t h e b a s i s o f 
life f or rn i 11 i on s o f p eopie, an d t h ess ar e seen as c auses f or t h e 
g1ob a1 tide of r ef ugees„ These 1in ks ar e not visib1e in t he 
t a r g e t s a 11 a c k e d „ B u t s u r e 1 y t h e r e c o u 1 d h a v e b e e n s o rn e a c t i o n s 
during the refugee campaign which also made clear the imperialist 
foundation of state refugee po1icies. For examp1e, the Rote Zora 
ac t i on ag a i n st t h e Ad 1 er c or p or at i on , wh ose or i en t at i on 
enc ompassed sever al different t hemes s 1) Productions by a 
metropolitan corporation in a nation of the Three Continents, 2) 
The exp1oitation of women ? s labor » 3) Inter vention in an actual 
1 ab or st r ug g 1 e » 

Have there been discussions about not doing this, seeing it 
as too big to handle? Were there political arguments for 

concentrating exclusively on objects and persons responsible for 
st at e r ac i sm ? 

RZ a We can on1y answer this question in r efer ence t o our se1ves , 
because we did not take part in the internal discussions within 
the Revolutionary Cells, nor do we now. In the way in which the 
refugee campaign began and further developed, it seemed plausible 
to us to concentrate momentarily on state racism as the target 
for attack. It was made clear what role the ruling powers' 

refugee politics plays, and how it is pushed through at the 
different levels, from the social bureaus to the refugee 
divisions to the administrative courts. Along side the structural 
man n er o f f Lin c t i on i n g , t h e c amp a i g n was a 1 so a d i sc uss i on o f 

those persons who are responsible, to expose the racism of the 

typewriter bastards. On a perspective level, we think this 
campaign can be expanded, because it has a theoretical basis. It 
of f ers t he possibi1it y of dealing with all exp1oit ative r e1 ations 
and structures of exclusion, both in terms of their differences 
as well as how they function together, 

Practical change can only come on the basis of a fundamental 
c ont ent which g ets wor k ed out (see t h e disc ussion of pa t riar c hy 
in the previous question> » Of course there can be a11acks against 
women t r ad ers in t he r e f ug ee campaig n, p eop1e who ma k e t heir 
money in the slave trade of refugee and immigrant women. There 
c an a 1 so fae a11 ac ks on c or por at i ons and c ap i t a 1 i st s, who ma ke 
capital by employing the refugee and immigrant women and men who 
must sell their labor very cheap here in the metropoles. There 
can also be attacks on fascists and their propaganda structures, 
as well as attacks on the mainstream media, which carries out 
racist and sexist smear-campaigns against refugee and immigrant 
women and men. The fact that there haven't been any such attacks 
as a part of the refugee campaign thus far is an illustration of 
t he pr esent st at e o f t he c on t ent d i sc uss i on and i t s 
c on t r ad i c t i on s - 

W i t h r e f er en c e t o t h e Ad 1 er ac t i on , we h a ve a d i f f er en t 
view» The Adler action was deve1 oped and carried out from women ? s 







assoc i at i onsThey* © f or © , i t y s nob r eal 1 y 
action to ones carried out by mixed 
st at ed above. The f ac t t hat t h i s ac t i on 
b e 1 i e v e , w a s d u e t o a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 
in et hod , extensi ve damage, and t he f ac t 
women Kor©an workers were fulfilled » 

Ad 1 er act ion dea 11 with more themes 


p o s s i b 1 e t o c o rn p a r e t h i s 
g r o u p , J *. j f b n e r e a s o n s 
w a s s o w e 11 r e c e i v e d , w e 
public work, an applied 
that the demands of the 
W e d o n ? t a g r e e t h a t t h e 
t h a n a c t i o n s w i t h i n t h e 


r e f ug ee c amp aig n * 


An ac tion f r om wit hin the r e f ug ee camp aign can expose 
capitalist-, racist, and sexist exploitation interests all at the 
same time. Thus, policies regar ding deg or t ations and t he 
t unc t ion ing of " f or eigner 1 aws 1 ' wor k as a se 1 ec t ion instr urnents 
in t he c apita1ist eva1uation of refugee and immigr ant women and 
men„ The sexist aspect of these laws is made clear by the fact 
that women ? s independent reasons for flight are often not 
accepted, and this is responsible for the fact that women ? s 
imsmigration is often at the 1eve1 of the marriage market or 
f o r c e d p r o s t i t u t i o n » M o r e o v e r , t hematizi n g o n t h e g r o u. n d s f © r 
flight exposes the roots of the corporations in the Three 
Continents. 


Rad i ka 1 ;; I he or :i. en t at i on o f t he r e f ugee c ampa i gn on t hie lead i nq 
organs of state racism seems to overlook racism "in the people". 
H e re ? s a quotation o ri th at f r om "2 or n—E xt r a, 91 h n ewsp aper of the 
Revolutionary Cel 1s, Oct» ? 86"s "Anti —imperialist politics in 

West Ger many had, unti1 now, foeused on solidarit y wit h 

liberation struggles in the Third Wor1d and on fighting against 

the war machine here. We don't have any illusions that common 
interests can be developed between refugee and immigrant women 
and men in West Germany and sectors of the West German 

underclass. Nonetheless, anti-imperia1ist politics need to be 
introduced where racist class divisions tend to break out»" 

The aut hor s of this quot ation assume, t hroughout t he who1e 
text, that racism is an instrument of class division which is 
utilized by the ruling powers to divide the proletariat. Today, 
the proletariat and other strata have shown their own expressions 
of racism (.like the pogroms in Hoyerswerda, Mannheim, Rostock. ».) 
and have fol1 owed their own interests C"Foreigners out!">, and 
b h i s has o f teni g o n e ta e y o n d the b o u n d a r i e s w hie h s t a t e r a c i s m 
deems acceptab 1 e (.the murders in Me*el 1 n ) « 

1 h e p o g r c* m s, t h e m a s s i v e a 11 a c k s, a n d t h e m li r d e r s o f r e f u q e e 
a ri d i m m i g r a n t w o rn e n a n d m e n s h o w q u i t e c 1 ea r 1 y t h a t t h e 
pr ul ©tar iab and c«ther strata c*f German women and men have 
inter na1iz ed for ms of d omination, whic h get expr essed as hatred 
of anything "other" than themselves„ This form of racism, uniike 
st at e r acism, does not differentiate bet ween the uti1it y va1ue of 
f or e i g n p eopie. Th .i s i n t er n a 1 ized mec h an i sm o f d om i n a t i on h as n o t 
been analyzed that much in discussions of racism. For much of the 
1e f t here, t he white metrop olit an p ro1etariat is still seen as 
the hopefu1 bringer of revo1utionary change, and its racism is 
mad e h ar m 1 ess b y c 1 a i ms t h a t t h ey a r e 1 ' mai"i i p u 1 at ed f r orn ab ove " » 

Th e re f ug ee c amp aig n has primari1y oriented it se1f t owar d s 

st at e r ac i srri „ You a 1 1 assume t hat t he st r ugg 1 e f o r t he r iqht f o r 

r■ es i dency f or r e f ugee women and men wi 11 ~ ~ r ema in iso 1 at ed f r orn 



circumstances of the white pro 1 etariat» n We still don ? t know 
whet her ant i - i mper i al i st pol i t i c s c an make a 1 i n k bet ween t he 
r e f u g e e q u e s t i o n a n d 1 i n e s o f c o n f 1 i c t i n t h e g u a r a n t e e d s e c t o r , 
b u t t h e s t r u g g 1 e f o r t h e r i g h t f c* r r e s i d e n c y f o r r e f u g e e w o rn e n 
and men is also correct, even if it stays mostly isolated from 
t he whit e prolet ariat her e„" 

How do yo li a 11 account for the deve 1 opment of the 1 ast three 

year s , wh er e r ac i sm h as not on 1 y b een i g n or ed hy b r oad sec t or s o f 
t h e p o p li 1 a t i o n , b u t t h a t t h e p o p u 1 a t i o n a n d c e r t a i n 1 y t h e 
pro1etariat have shown themselves to be deep1y racist? 

RZs The faults of the refugee campaign up until now have been 
self—critically reflected upon in published statements: "Among 
other things, we see one short-coming in the fact we have only- 
foe used our strugg 1 e on state racism, on the administr ative 
divisions dealing with . foreigners, the courts, and those 
responsible for deportations- Only afterwards did we reflect on 
the racism present in broad sectors of the population.” (from "We 
Have to be as Radical as the Reality")« We agree with this self- 

c r i t i c i srn ? al t hough we thin k t he foe used i n i t i at i ves on st at e 

racism which were made at that time were good- 

In 9 85/86, the po 1 iticians opened a new round of the smear- 
campaign against refugee women and men, in an effort to 
legitimize new measures of scaring off, heading off, and 
sel ec t ing r ef ugees» For example, t he DR was tempt ed wit h 

int er est — fr ee c r edit, on the pr omise t hat no refugee women and 

men would be allowed into West-Berlin without a visa 5 asylum 
regulations were sharpened, in that the administrative courts 
greatly curtailed the recognition criteria for refugee women and 
men,, The climate within the population became more heated as 
well ? t hr ough t he cr eation o f t ent cities. This r esu11 ed in 
attacks and violence against refugee women and men and their 
homes. 

This dimension of racism within the population has been very 
o ver 1 o o k e d ? n o t o n 1 y b y t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y C ell s, b u t a 1 s o b y t h e 
entire 1 e f t , t h e A u t o n o men, and t h e f e rn ini s t m o v e rn e n t„ The n o t i o n 
of racism was reduced (seen merely as a tool of division utilized 
by the ruling powers) or hardly given much content- 

In the meantime, we have realized that internalized forms of 
1 ac i st b 1 1 uug15 l- s , ac t i ons-, and f ee 1 i ngs- ar e or cjan i z at i ona 1 
c har act eristics of the str uct ure o f capit a1ist society ? 
colonial ist history, and Germany 1 ' s spec i f ic nat ional-soc ial ist 
past. This process of internalization is continually reproduced 
in people- To what degree the ruling powers are responsible 
depends on the person, we believe. That means that one's own 
feeling of self-worth is increased by excluding or devaluing 
others, in order to protect one f s own priviIeges and material 
i nt er est s« In t hi e pr ocess, peop 1 e ar e not s i mp 1 y v i c t i ms c«r 
p r 0 d li c t s c« f s o c i a 1 r e 1 a t i o n s, b li t r a t h e r t h e y a r e a c t i v e 
subjects- 

We were n ot ah 1 e t o pr ediet the deq r ee of t h e socia 1 
d e v e 1 o p m e n t s o f t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s, a n d t h e a c c c* m p a n y i n g o u t fo r e a k 
of racism. One fundamental crystallization point for this 
d eve 1 op men t was the "Reunification”, an d t he accompanyinq 



outbreak of racisfri, ant i—semit ism, and nationalism- The existence 
of two separate German states was always a visible sign of the 
d e f eat o f n at i on a 1 -soc i a 1 i sin . W i t h n Reun i f i c at i on n , t h e p ost —war 
era. was declared to be over. Germany can now wear its brown 
shirts once again. The time of restraint and atonement is over« 
Germany may, and shall, feel itself to be a full nation once 
aga i n« Bu t t h i s nat i ona 1 feel i ng i s not easy t o r ec apt ur e a f t er 
4O y ea r s o f sep ar at t i on „ T h e soc i a 1 a n d ec on om i c d i f f er ences ar e 
too great for this. The only thing which all these people have in 
c ommon , g i ven a 11 o f t h ese d i f f er en ces y i s t h e i r Ger man—n ess y 
th eir so—c a11ed Ger man identit y» This so1idifies t heir stat us as 
pat riotic German citizens« 11 binds them t o t he alleged 

s u p e r i o r i t y o f G e r m at ri c u 11 u r e y n o r m s y at n d v a 1 u e s. I f t h e s e i d e at s 
seem faded in a f ew ind i vidua 1 s y t hen ther e' s a 1 watys the willing 
link-up to the ruling system of domination. The construction of a 
German identity requires, - at the same time, the construction of 
1 ess—import ant ethnic groups, who acre marginalized and seen as 
st rang e peop1e» 

Fhe “Reuni f icat ion“ broke many tatboos. The people are once 
again proud to be German. German history is being revised, 
p o g r o rn s, e x p u 1 s i o n s, anti—Semitic a c t i o n s, at n d r a c i s t murders are 
happening again, and these are being seen by many people as 
legitimate political means and they are openly applauded. 

Th e nation a1ism of wide sect ors of t he pop u1ation allows the 
ruling powers to, for example, deploy German military forces 
abroad. Thus, German imperialism can use not only its economic, 
but also its military power to establish and expand itself within 
the EC and ac r oss the g1obe„ 

The radical—left has been generally helpless in the face of 
these developments, because our political theory and praxis up 
unt .i 1 now has been t oo limited. Even mi 1 i t ant at t ac ks on 
institutions of state racism are only one part of the struggle. 

That 7 s why it's also necessary to build up legal structures, 
which not on1y make it possible to provide protection from racist 
and fascist attacks or their structures, but it also allows for 
the possibi1ity to intervene in public discussions» We think it's 
wr ong to take a yes—or — no approach t-o po 1 it ica 1 means when 
cQri f ronting the gener a1 p ub1ic. We need t o win peop1e over t o an 

anti-racist alternative, even if they don't agree with every one 
o f o u r p o s i t i o n s« 

Radikal: In addition to “the population's racism", we also think 
that the “left" is not immune to racism. Do you all agree? If so, 
how do you al1 address a self-criticism of this? 

RZs In your previous questions, you characterized the proletariat 
as “deeply racist", although you then say that leftists are not 
f r © © f r o m r a c i s m e i t h e r » T h i s m a n n e r o f f o r m u 1 a t i o n a n d 
d iff er ent i at i on is, t o us, an expr ess i on o f our own Line 1 ar i t i es 
when dealing wit h racism„ 

As leftists, if we say ‘'deeply, racist", then we mean nothing 
less than the. fact that our thoughts, our feelings, and our 

re1 ations are tainted with internaIiz ed racism. This is often 
only SLibtly expressed. In the discussion concerning white spots 




in anti-racist politics, the left is still at the very beginning, 
In the refugee campaign, this point has not been addressed at 

a 11 » C h a r g e* s o f r a c i s m a g a i n s t 1 e f t i s t s a n d f e m i n i s t s a r e 

Justified„ This shouId Iead to our wi11ingness to address the 

EE u r o c e n t r i s m o f o u r o w n t h e o r e t i c a 1 v i e w p o i n t s» 

We can ? t speak o f a c omrnon f r ont bet ween Kr euzber g, L.os 

Angeles, and Rio- When we here in the metropoles seek to explain 
r e1 ation s and to derive our po1i t ics , we can f t simp1y t ake 
rel at ions from other societies, especial1y those of the Three 
b'ont i nent s, and ac t 1 i ke t he peop 1 e t her e» Du ic k 1 y — f or rnu 1 at ed 
common 1 inks over 1ook the complex ities of domination rel at ions. 
This is also true when trying to work together with refugee and 
immigrant women and men, In the political day-to-day, and in 
working together with refugee and immigrant women and men, it is 
necessary to test your own relations for racism. Sure, we can 
sensitize ourselves to act, on a reflex to our own racism, but as 
f or t ak i ng on r ac i st r e 1 at i ons i n t h e f ut ur e, o f t en i n a sub11 e 
rn an n er , w e a r e n o t i mrnu n e» We o f t e n p r ec i p i t a t e M p os i t i v e r a c i sm 11 
by attributing characteristics to refugee and immigrant women and 
rni e n t h a t fit w i t h o u r v i s i o n o f t h e m » And t h e r e ? s a 1 s o the d a n q e r 
t h a t w e 1 e f t i s t s w i 11 1 e a r n t o a d a p t o u r r e 1 a t i o n s e x t e r n a 11 y 

fo a s e d o n c r i t i c i s rn s, b u t w i t h o u t b o t h e r i n g t o u n d e r t a k e a n y 
fundamental discussions or change. Men have reacted in the very 
s a rn e w a y t o t h e p a t r i a r c h y disc u s s i o n, w i t h o u t m a k i n g a n y 
independent thoughts of their own- But we must do this if we hope 
t o f i n d a b a s i s f o r w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h r e f u g e e and i m m i g r a n t 
women and men. That means actively thematizing on our own racism. 

R a d i k a 1 s W h a t i s y o u r o p i n i o n o f the t r i p 1 e o p p r e s s i o n 

discussion, particularly as it is presented in the paper "Three 

Into One"? 

RZs We see the triple oppression analysis in "Three Into One" as 
an att empt t o expose t he various dif feren t vio1enc e r e1 ations and 
their interconnections. It brings an analysis which has been 
developed over t he past few year s wit hin t he b1ac k women *s and 
lesbian*s movement into the mixed autonomous- and mi1itant—left. 
Therefore, it is a very i rn portant text „ 

The fact that it has been so enthusiastic a11y r ec eived, 
which does not mean that it has also been worked into people’s 
political understanding, particularly with men, has surprised us 
s o m e w h a t „ M a y h e it c a u s e s s o rn e r e 1 i e f i n t he he a r t s o f m a n y rn e n , 

b ec a Lise it is one of the few texts in which a serious attempt is 

made on the part of men to discuss racism and sexism and to 
ar rive a t a diff er en tiated p osition„ We c an * t ad d r ess t h e c on ten t 
of "Three Into One" right now, because we cannot do that in such 
a sh or t sp ac e, n or wou 1 d we wan t t o« To ma k e our an swer clear, we 
a r e n o t v e r y f a r o f f f r o m t h i s p a p e r i n t e r m s o f o u r o w n 
analytical approach. There need to be closer discussions of this 
a n a 1 y s i s , a n d w e i n t e n d t c> h a v e s Li c h d i s c u s s i c* n s» 

F*:V^d i ka 1 s The author s of "The End of Our Po 1 i t i cs" 1 i nked t he 

ef f ectiveness of t he r ef ugee campaign to the independent 
resistance of refugee women and men here, and they say they were 



frustrated by the absence of such processes and struggles. Here's 
a citation from the paper “The End of Our Politics”: “We never 
held the hope that close ties would be formed between refugees 
a n d t he pro1e t arian c1 ass her e , ties whic h c ou1d brid g e racist 
gaps. But we did fantasize about the desire of the refugees to 
d e it i a n d t hi e i r s h a r e o f t h e w e a 11 h i n t hi e m e t r o p o 1 e s , a s a d i r e c t 
auit i—imper ial ist str uggl e, comb ined with ex per iences of 
resistance in the Three Continents — and this wouId be a possib1e 
t er r ai n f or our own po 1 i t ics» When st r ugg 1 es of this type, wh ich 
we h op ed t o ma k e r e f er en c e t o C an d wh i c h c aused us t o over 1 oo k 
the “reformist” demands of asylum-seekers}? were absent, we 
compensated with an analysis of state refugee policies and 
attacks on reachah1e agents» ” 

In your praxis in the refagee campaign, did you support 
yourselves with such expectations, and what role does it play for 
you all that refugee women and men don't display the desired 
potential for unrest? Or that processes of cooperation between 
refugee women and men and the social sector and the radical—1 eft 
h a v e n o t a m o u n t e d t o m u c h , a 11 h o u g h t h e r e h a v e b e e n s o m e 
a 11 e m p t s '7* W e d o n ? t w a n t t o n e g 1 e c t t h e e x p e r i e n c e s o f s u p p o r t 
groupsy who have resisted state oppression and racist attacks 
a 1 o n g s i d e r e f u g e e w o rn e n a n d m e n . 

EZs But even the experiences of these support groups and their 
work show that we have a Eurocentric outlook and that we produce 
p ositive r acism» 

Re f ug ee and immig r an t women and men ar e n ot g en era11y c omin g 
from liberation struggles and positive resistance in their 
homelands. But they still often bring with them political 
experiences and they live and defend themselves here under 
diff er en t conditions t han we do» The primary in t er es t o f most 
refugee women and men is not to wage an anti-imperialist struggle 
her e < wit h or without us). Many r e f ug ee women and men are 
supporting the resistance in their countries for the first time. 
Often, the main interest of refugee women and men is to live 
safely in Europe and to protect their existence. The fact that 
they often, in our eyes, follow a reformist and survivalist 
approach, something which we are ignorant of and reject, is due 
to their conditions and interests. The fact that we immediately 
view their political work and resistance as unacceptable, or 
c omp1ete1y disreg ar d it, is our pr oh1em« This is a whit e pr ob1em. 
We know this "frustration" from false expectations all too well, 
and this is reason enough on its own to discuss our own racist 
projec tions. We need to make the f o11owing dif ferentiationss 

- between individual refugee interests and reasons for flight and 
the fact that increased migration has become a problem for the 
ruling powers and the population of the metropoles, namely it has 
hec ome a pr ob 1 em for t he i r we 1 far e and c on t r c« 1 j 

“ between conditions of 1iving and strugg1e of refugee women and 
rri e n i n t hi e T h r e e C o n t i n e n t s a n d It e r e« 

Refugee women and men can't be seen as a homogenous group 



or 


any rnor e t han t he n under c 1 ass“ , t he "pr o 1 et ar iat ” , or 
T h e y c o m e f r o rn d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s a n d w e r e a n d a r e «: 
d i f f car en t p o 1 i t i c a 1 p ar t i es , so met h i n g wh i c h 
c o o p e r a t i o n a rn o n g s t t h e m s e 1 v es d i f f i c u 11 „ Th e w h i t e 


women can„ 
:<rgan ized in 
even makes 
left often 


o v e r 1 o o k s a n d e v e n i g n o r e s t h i s f a c t» W h e n w e s e e k t o o r i e n t 

o u r s e 1 v e s t o r e f u g e e a n d i m m i g r a n t w o rn e n a n d rn e n , t h e n w e n e e d t o 

sincer e 1 y quest ion our own pr oposa 1 s and expec t at ions, bec ause 

o t h e r w i s e t h e r e ? s t h e d a n g e r t h a t w e w i 11 e x e r c i s e a 

p a t e r n a1istic and cont rived f orm of so1idari t y, inst eab o f 
developing and supporting genuine solidarit y and r esist ance 
together „ 


Rad i k al s The RZ t h at wr ot e " Th e En d o f Our Po 1 it i c s " st at ed t h at 
many anti-racist st r uctures ha ve fallen apart , and t hat t heir 
campaign had not achieved its desired resonance. We see things 
differently. For one thing, there are, at least in some regions, 
far more groups doing work on this theme than there were in. ? 86, 
when the Revolutionary Cel 1s began t heir campaign. What ? s mor e, 
we think that this campaign ‘was an important reason why many 
A u t o n o rn en, e v e n b e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t w a v e o f f a s c i s t p o g r o m s, be q a n 
to take up this kind of work. We ourselves were made aware of 
man y thing s t h a n k s t- o t h is c a rn p a i g n « Many a c t i o ns w h .i c h w e r e 
carr ied out in '90 and ? 91 would not have been possible without 
the "preparations" which were made by the Revolutionary Cel 1s. Do 
you all agree? 

RZs Since '90/91, many people from the left-radical and feminist 
movement have started anti-racist initiatives or have begun 
discussing racism. Whether or not the refugee campaign initiated 
this anti-racist work is questionable. Certainly, many comrades 
took a positive re1 ation to the refugee campaign, but this 
usually amounted to little more than expressions of satisfaction 
after isolated actions from the Revolutionary Cells. As to what 
degree the refugee campaign has influenced contemporary political 
work, that is difficult to estimate and is still unclear„ There 
was never a two-way political discussion. We don't know of any 
anti—racist group that openly voiced agreement with the content 
orientation of the re fugee c ampaign« 

W e t h i n k t h a t a f a r m o r e d e c i s i v e f a c t o r i n t h e rn o b i 1 1 z a t i o n 
of the radical-left were the independent struggles which were 
waged by refugee women and men themselves. For example, the march 
of shame by the Roma through Nordrhein-Westfalia '90, the church 
oc cupation by t he Roma in Tuebingen ? 90/91, the c hurc h 
occupations in Neumuenster '91, and the Norderstedt—church and 
TU-university occupations in Ber1in '91/92. During all of these 
campaigns, the left was called upon to turn its siogan M Increase 
Inter n ationa1 Bolid arit y! n int o p r a xis. An d h y sup p or ting t hese 
campaigns, there were many experiences, but there were also 
q u e s t i o n s w i t h i n s c« m e g r o u p s o f h o w a c o n t- i n u i t y o f a n t i — r a c i s t 
w o r k c o li Id be a c h i e v e d „ W h a t w e f o u n d p a r t i c u 1 a r 1 y g o o d a n d 
i rn p o r t a n t w a s t h a t m a n y g r o u p s that did s u p p o r t w o r k t h e n 
reflected on their political work and discussed it. But the 
on—goi ng d i scussi *on was on 1 1 y c ar r led out h y ant i — r ac i st gr oups 
arid par t s of the r adical-left» The Revo1utionary Ce11s 


wer e 



hardly involved in this. On the contrary, the political 
dt*velopfrieiibs of the last few years have been iqnored by the 
Revolutionary L-ells, particularly by the group that wrote "The 
End of Our Politics". 

Radikal: At the present time, parts of the radical-left are 
invo1ved with an anti-racist po1itica1 initiative which is tied 
to antifa work. In response to the fascist offensive and daily 
attacks of foreigners and refugee women and men, a practical form 
of anti—fascism and anti—racism has been taken up as a broad 
field of intervent ion. tan you al1, as an R 7, see yourselves as 
part of this movement'? t 


RZ s Due 
campaign 
murders and 
c h i 1 d r en, h 
practical 


t o over 1ap ping 
i s v 0 r y c 1 o s 0 * 


c ont ent* t he orientation of the 


refugee 

to the antifa—movement. The horror of the 
a b t a«_ k s on r e f li g ee an d i rnm i g r an t wornen >, men * and 

rn e less people? d i s a bled pe r s o n s * a n d 1 e f t i s t s h a s h a d 

consequences* especial 1 y for antifa associations. For 
example* contacts have been made with refugee women and men* 
t her e have protec tion vi g i 1 s and host els* and t her e have been 
attacks on fascists and fascist structures. But the necessity for 
action tends to push reflections on mistakes and better 
s b r at eg i es t o t he bac kgr ound « Rac i sm and ant i —sem i t i sin used t o 
generally be discussed mostly within the fascism discussion* and 
even was placed in the back. Even the slogan M Against racism, 
sexism* and fascism!” has hardly been fulfilled by mixed qroups. 
In bhe strugg1e against racism* the theme of patriarcha1 vio1ent 

rel at ions often falls out of the picture. There are still no 

wor kab1e st r at egies t o combat outbr eaks of r acism and riqht-wing 
organizing. The slogan "Attack the fa 
which is often shouted at counter-dern 

can ? t be-used to combat racism within the general population. 
01her strategies rieed to be deve1 oped for this. Of course* this 
requires that the Revolutionary Cells undergo self-criticism* 
because attacks on institutions of state racism don't do much to 
c ount er the r acist c on sen sus in t he popu1 ation« 

Whether the anti fa associations will develop a continuity of 
ant i — r ac i st wor k depends on t he c ont ent wor k i nqs and 
1‘or d iscussion of the ant i — fasc ist and ant i — r ac ist 
c r uygle against the rul ing powers 7 refuqee pol i 
1 * b i j e 1 r st b s * b her e ar e p .l en t y o f c ommon 
w i b h s o m e w o r k * a c o rn rn o n b a s i s f o r resist a n c e 


ist s wh er ever t hey ar e! 

> t o fascist mobi1iz ation < 


wi11ingness 
groups. In the 
po j. i c i es and r ac i sm 
p ossib i 1 i t ies* an d 
c an be developed» 


, the 
s h a s 

Ar tic1e 16* in its con stit ution on Ju1y 1 * 


Radikal 2 Soon 
(actual 1y* thi 
asy 1 UID--C 1 ause* 

trans.). A "deportation agreement” is being 
G e r m any and Rumania c onc er nin g t he Roma peopie 
1 e w e r a n d T e w e r r e f u g e e w o rri e n a n d rn e n rn a y e n t e r G e r rn a n y 1 e ci a 11 y« 
Many more refugee women and men will have to come in and live 

here illegally. Will this sharpened situation affect your theory 
and praxis? 


asy1 urn c1ause will beeome more r estrie tivs 
already happened* when Germany changed the 

1993 - 
signed bet ween 
T h i s m e a n s t h a t 


R £» T h e n e w a s y I u rn 


policies won ? t I iave 


1T1UC 


effect- 


on 


our 


fundamental outlook- State policies as early as ? SS were a\Ir&ady 
gear ed t owards illsga1izing r efugee women and men„ C&yt ain1y„ t he 
p o 1 i t i c s o f s e p a r at t ion a r e a m e a n s o f s e 1 e c t i n g r e f u q e e w o m e n a n d 
men. A further building-block for this form of politics are the 
asy 1 um 1 aws and Art icle IS of the const i tut ion , etc. We 11"! ink 
that the a q r e e men t w x t h Rumani a y an d t h e resu11inq depor t ations, 
wi11 make possib1e a cheap det ention of a cer t ain numb er o f 
ref ugee women and men and will make a c ost —e fficient 1 abor f or ce 
avai1 ab1e at all ti m e s. The agreement signed with Rumania w i 11 
c er t a i n 1 y b e a mod e 1 f o r ot h er Eu r op ean n at i on s . Th ose r e f ug ee 
women and men that simply are not wanted will have to keep on 
1iving and working in Europe illegal1y. 

Re f ug ee women and men ? par tic ular1y ill eg a1s , are seen as 
g o o d f o r t eiTi p o r a r y , v e r y m o b i 1 e , a n d e x t r e m e 1 y c h e a p 1 a b o r , a n d , 
at the same time y they are expendab1e„ The ru1ing powers in 
Europe have relied upon illegal labor for years. Many sectors of 
c apit a1 an d t he ec o r \ omy simply cannot do without it. 11L eqa1 

w om en must o ft en sell t hemsGives in the se x in d ustr y 

c.pornogr aphy y pr ost itut ion y marr iage, etc . ) « 

A f li r t h e r g o a 1 o f r a c i s t a n d s e x i s t m a r k e t p o 1 i c i e s i n 
Europe is to put the illegals under increasing pressure in their 
existence, that way the market value for European workers can be 
decreased as well. This pressure is increased by attacks on 

wel f ar e y 1 i vi ng assist anc e, and soc i al pr ogr ams y and by- 

increasing rent and the cost of living at the same time. Through 
this comes a further redistribution of social work, to the 
det r i ment o f women .. 

After lioelln, the ruling powers wanted people to refrain 
f r oiii car r y i ng out r ac i st v i ol ence aga inst guest wor ker s and 
immigrants, because they are needed here. But the illegals could 
be supplanted as a "new" object of hatred, who then can count on 
little support from social groups. That's why illegal refugee 
women and men need to be focused on in our struggle aqainst 
racism» The living conditions and structures of resistance of 
illegal refugee women and men in Europe will surely chanqe, and 
it is against this background that our praxis of supporting their 
strugg1e will be derived and de v e1oped„ 

The state's interest is to divide refugee women and men from 
iH un igr edit wufDGi i and men. We need to carry out common ar*i1 i—rac is-t 
actions against this. The clearing of a path for racist selection 
ev en on the part of union. Green, and church circles — must be 
o f fensively and political 1 y opposed„ Att ac ks on st at e 

institutions that organize such selections, as well as on the 
representatives of capital who directly profit from the labor of 
illegals, are necessary. 


Radik als Street-figh ting and 1ooting, t h e use o f 
mi i 1 i t an t a11 ac k s on p o 1 .i c e, man y t h i n q s wh i c h 
e .a 1 us i vel y p r a*_ t i c ed by left .i st s, ar e now be i nq u 
r i glit —w i ng in t heir po 1 i t i ca 1 str ugg 1 e, and t hus t hese 
lost their clear definition. Some examples which qet 
the massive firebombings, looting, and rioting by right-wingers 
• * w i t h t h e s u p p o r t o f t hi e p o p u 1 a t ion > i n R a t h e n o w ( B r a n d e n b li r g ) 
t hi e at t ac k s b y r i g h t ***“ w i n g y o u t h s o n t h e p o 1 ice - w a t c h 
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Sen f tenberg, These meana- ar e no 1 onger the property of 1he 1 e ft» 

I h 0 r e e x i s t s t h e d a. n g e r t h at t o u r a c t i n s w ill b e e q u. a t- e d w i t h 
day-to-day right~wing actions« The attac k by t he Eevolutionary 
C e 11 s o n t h e r e f u g e e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n i n B o e b 1 i n g e n i n 
August ? 91 was r eport ed by t he rnedia as an attac k by right—wing 
extremists, fhe authors of M The End of 0ur Po 1 it ics n represent 
t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e u s e o f f i r e a n d f 1 a m e s t o d a y i s n o t 
a p p r o p r i a t e , 

The actions of the traditional line against Kerbmacher and 
Hoi 1enherg, or stealing or destroying the fi1es in adrninistrative 
offices, these are targets of actions which »c1ear1y disrupt the 
rightawing appa r atus, These are in n o w ay t he t ar gets o f 

right —wing attacks, We wonId like to see a close and imaginative 

discussion of how to reach our goal. When dealing with ZAST, for 
example, and all of the files and computer data there, maybe it 
would be better to remove, the files and computer disks rather 
t hi a n burn down the b u i 1 d i n g. W e t h i n k i t ? s n e c e s s a r y t o d a y t o 
carry out actions which bring into question the "anti-racist 
consensus of the German people" which the state and capital 
falsely propagate- For us, this is more a question of clarity 
than of means- Or how do you all see this? 

PZs Like we said, a continuity of militant praxis is not only 
defined by ac tions« Conveyin g t he dif ferentiation of our c ont ent 
o f a n a 1 y s i s a n d g o a Is is a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f o u. r p o 1 i t i c s, o n e 
which cannot be separated fr om a mi1itant praxis, That ? s why the 
quest!on of meani s can n ot be disc ussed in iso1 ation - Wit h ever y 
practica1 step, the need and possibility for revo1utionary change 
here needs to be made visib1e, and a1so the e x perienc e tha t 

resistance is possible. 

So we agree with you when you say that our repertoire of 
ideas and means could be expanded, if conditions allow. When 

certain actions are justified, and when the goal of revolutionary 
c ount er ~power i s near er, t hat is a po1itica1 decision which we 
must make. The actual social situation needs to be ju.dqed, that 
means realizing thiat fascists and right —wingers use the same 
methods we do. That does not mean that methods such as 

fir eh ombing s are wrong « The difference lies in t he per ception o f 
t;hie act ion, someth ing wh ich is dependent on di f ferent aspectss 
The object which is attacked should, on its own, make it clear 
which political wing carried out the attack. Today it ? s even more 
i iiipor t ant t o est ab 1 ish a d i f f er ent i at ion f r om fasc i st at t ac ks, 

I- o r e x ample, w e w o u Id ne v e r c a r r y o u t an at t a c k o n a n u. n c« c c u p i e d 
tent-city, even thought we ? d like to see such tent-cities 

ab o 1 i shed » The use o f rn i 1 i t an t met h od sh oli Id c or r esp on d t o 
ac c ep t an c e w i t h .i n t h e mo vemen t, Wit h ever y ac t i on, i t sh oli Id be 
certain that no harm will come to uninvolved persons, 

Another important factor is the present strength of the left 
and st at us o f soc i et y ? s i rnpr ess i on o f t he ant i —r ac i st movement, 
Depending on strength relations, the degree to which the state 
and t hi e med i a seek 16 't a k e li p and c hanne 1 protest pot ent i a 1 i s 

either great or small. For example, the campaign by the state 

a 3f* in ~t . hatred and violence is a desensitizing one, in 
wi 11 o 1 1 1 o 11 r ad ical p o 1 i t i c s an d m i 1 i t an t p r a x i s ar e d en oun c ed an d 


i so 1 at eel« We need t o op pose t h i s t hr ough po 1 i t i c a 1 d i sc uss i on and 
P r a x i s ( i n o u r o p i n i o n ? t h i s was s u c c e s s f u 11 y d o n e o n N o v e m b e r 8 , 
1932 y in BerIin dur i ng Weizsaecker*s ralIy)« 

Radikal: Part of the traditional line wrote the following in “The 
End of 0ur Po 1 it i C5"s M Today we see the consequences of the 
r e a 1 i z a t i o n t hi a t t hi e* f o r mi a n d s t r u c t u r s o f o u r s t r u q q 1 e w a s t h e 
e x p r e s s i o n o f a p a r t i c u 1 a r p h a s e o f t h e d e v e 1 o p m e n t o f s o c i a 1 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n W e s t G e r m a n y a f t e r i 368 , s o m e t h i n g w h i c h h a s 
changed since t he co 11 apse of r ea 1 — ex i st ing soc ia 1 i srn and t he 
resu 11 ing processes of destruct ion ? as we 11 as German 
reunification and the ? New World Order ? which was sketched out 
during the Gulf War- (...) The objective analysis which has taken 
p 1 a c e h i s t o r i c a 11 y s i n c e 1983/30 ( « „ . ) cl e rn a n d s a f u n d a m e n t ally 

d i f f e r e n t s t -age i n t h e o r ganizat i on o f m i 1 it a n t a n d r e v o 1 u t i o n a r y 
resistance„ But we can ? t mere1y for mu1 ate this as a ho11ow 
at t empt« In r ea1it y, we have been over r un by histor y - n 

The authors 9 among other things, dr aw c ert ain consequences 
fr om their rni 1 i tant act ions. We assume that you all have not 
d r a w n t h e s a rn e c o nsequen c e s ? D o e s t h a t m e a n t h a t y o u all d o n o t 
share the view expressed in the above quotation, or do you all 
d r a w o t h e r c o n c 1 u s i o n s ? 

RZs The paper “The End of Our Politics" made us angry, and for 
the first time - and it did not have this ef fect on us a1 one - it 
ma d e us uneer t a i n. Th i s ? a 1 on g w i t h t h e pap er on 6er d Alb ar t us 
and the RAF paper (August f 92), was an expression of just how bad 
the p r o c e s s o f e x change real 1 y w a s b e twee n m i 1 it a n t a n d n o n — 
mi i 1 it a n t g r o u p s » W e don ? t w a n t t o i g n o r e t h e q u e s t i o ns a n d 
prob1ems which were raised. We recognize the necessity of a 
f u n d a m e n t a 1 e x a rn i n a t i on ? like we said be f o r e- I n a n y case ? w e are 
not at the end of onr po1itics- 

The social contradict ions and violent relations have hardly 
c h an g ed t h e i r “ c h ar ac t er “ ? r at In er t h ey ar e t h e same as ever an d 
they have not lessened. The erosion of the former so-called 
soc i a 1 :i. st s t a t es hi as a 1 on g his t or y ? on e wh i c h b eg an 1 on g before 
y 83„ It was always visible, even if the speed of the collapse was 
n o t p r e d i c t e d » A t 1 e a s t 10 y e a r s p r :i. o r t o t h i s, t h e R e v o 1 u t i o n a r y 
Le11s and Rote Zora gave hints in this direction in their 
d i s c u s s i o n p a p e r s (t h e p a p e r o n t h e p e a c e rn o v e m e n t ? f c« r e x a m p 1 e ) 
i 'i ri d w e d o n ? t n e e d t o e m p h a size t h e f a c t t h a t n o p r p o s a 1 s f o r a 
1 i b e r a t e d s o c i e t y c a n b e made w i t h t h a t f o r m c« f s o c i a 1 i s m» 

0 f c c»u.r se, the c ond i t io n s f or 1 ef t — r ad i c a 1 pol i t ic s have 
w«_j r bened s i nc e the c o 11 apse * Non—c ap i t a 1 i st ut op i as ar e now seen 
as a viable alternative by fewer and fewer people here- On the 
contrary ? many more peop1e are now reproducing nationalist and 
racist ideas, and they see in these a solution to their problems, 
f h u s, i t h a s b e c o rn e rn o r e d i t f i c li 11 f o r 1 e f t — r a d i c a 1 idea s t o w o r k 
t I'i e i r w a y i n t o p e o p 1 e ? s c c« n s c i o u s n e s s ? o r t o f i n cl a n y a c c e p t a n c e 
whatsoever- But despite the changed conditions, we must struqqle 
even more agains t this fee1ing of power1essness» 

B u t n e i t h e r G e r m a n y ? s Su p e r P o w e r 1 u s t, n o r t h e a 1 i g n rn e n t o f 
the East, nor the so-called New World Order is anything new. 
An yo ne who as been overrun by this history has either been 


keeping their eyes closed or is using this history as an excuse 
t o s t o p b o t h e r i n g w i t h r e v o 1 u t i o n a r y p o 1 i t i c s- T h e r e ? s n o 
p ossib1e way of or g anizing t h e resist anc e on an entir e1y 
different — much less a "higher 11 — level,, rather we first need a 

viable resistance- Anyone who as given up on working on "the 
exchange between legal and illegal means of struggle" and who no 
1 onger pr esses f or t h i s shou 1 d not be sur pr i sed i f no 

"de-individu.a 1 izat ion" takes place. 

We d on ? t r-h ink that the cr isis of the 1 eft~~rad ica 1 movement 
i s t h e r e s u 11 o f b e i n g o v e r w h e 1 m e d h y t h e c o 11 a p s e o f t h e f o r m e r 
East Bloc states- Our crisis did not begin with the 

"Reun i f i c at i on " « i he sor r ow and m i st akes o f 1 e f t — r ad i c a 1 po 1 i t i c s 
& 1 & c k o f o rgani z a t ion a n d u n i f i e d s t r u c t u r e s — h a v e b e e n 
c riticized for quite some time- 

Much has already been wri11 en about al1 of t hat - Ever yone 
h a s b e e n called c« n t o d o , t h e i r p a r t ’fc o i m p r o v e o u r c o n d i t i o n s» 
B u fc w e still hi a v e n ? t r e a c h e d t h e p o i n t w h e r e m i 1 i t a n t f o r m s o f 
resistance are accepted from the start- Whether and how 1 eftist 
politics, and its strategies and forms of struggle, will develop 
f ur t h\er will be p 1 ayed out in f ut ur e common d i sc: u ssions» 
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